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Sainsbury's was founded in 1869 by John James
Sainsbury and his wife Mary Ann Sainsbury in London
and has grown to become one of the UK’s largest
retailers.
This new development took place at the company’s
supermarket at Weedon Road in Northampton. It
consists of extensions to the existing store on 2 sides
together with the construction of a multi storey car park
on the site of the existing surface car park for
shoppers.
The foundation piles for the store extensions consisted
of 270 no 350mm and 600mm diameter continuous
flight auger piles installed to various depths of up to 12
metres.
A number of piles had to be drilled inside the existing
store and within the actual retail areas. For this a
Technodrill TD308 mini piling rig was used to drill and
grout the piles during a series of night shifts. Each
morning all trace of the piling equipment had to have
been removed and the sales areas reinstated for
business to resume as usual.

ULTIMATE CLIENT
J Sainsbury plc
CONSULTING ENGINEERS
JDL Consultants Ltd
Capita Symonds Ltd
MAIN CONTRACTOR
S Dudley and Sons Ltd
ROLE
P J Edwards UK acted as Piling
Contractor
SPECIFICATION
Specification for Piling & Embedded
Retaining Walls
EQUIPMENT
Llamada P-150tt & P-90tt Piling Rigs
CONTRACT PERIOD
May to August 2012

www.pjedwardsuk.co.uk

August 2012

P J EDWARDS & CO (UK) LTD
CASE STUDY

The situation was made even more demanding in
that the main entrance for the store was through
the actual piling area. Safe access was
maintained using a covered walkway but once
again the piles within it had to be drilled by a mini
rig working at night.
The foundation piles for the new multi storey car
park consisted of 95 no 350mm diameter
continuous flight auger piles all of which had to be
drilled during a series of night shifts. Once again
the area had to be fully reinstated for the following
morning so that uninterrupted customer car
parking could continue for as long as possible.

Technodrill TD308 installing mini piles at night
in actual sales areas

Ground conditions consisted of Made Ground
overlying Mudstone of the Inferior Oolite Group
which was present at a depth of 8.0 metres below
ground level.
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